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Amendments To The Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A stent comprising: 

a plurality of serpentine circumferential bands, each serpentine circumferential band 
having a proximal end portion, a distal end portion, a plurality of proximal turns at said proximal 
end portion and a plurality of distal turns at said distal end portion; and 

a plurality of connector columns, each connector column located between two adjacent 
serpentine circumferential bands, each connector column comprising a plurality of connector 
struts including a first type of connector strut and a second type of connector strut, each 
connector strut coupled at a first end to a serpentine circumferential band and coupled at a second 
end to another serpentine circumferential band, wherein the second type of connector strut spans 
a greater circumferential distance than the first type of connector stru t, wherein the first end of at 
least one second type of connector strut is circumferentiallv offset from the second end : 

wherein the number of proximal turns in a serpentine circumferential band is a multiple 
of 3, and wherein the number of connector stmts in a connector column is a multiple of 2, and 
wherein the number of connector struts in a connector column is less than the number of 
proximal turns in an adjacent serpentine circumferential band. 

2. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 1 3 wherein the proximal turns of adjacent 
serpentine circumferential bands are longitudinally offset from one another. 

3. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 2, wherein adjacent serpentine circumferential 
bands reverse orientation with respect to each other. 

4. (Original) The stent as recited in claim 1, wherein the connector stmts of adjacent connector 
columns are angularly aligned with one another. 

5. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 1, wherein the connector struts of adjacent 
connector columns are longitudinally offset from one another. 

6. (Original) The stent as recited in claim 1, wherein the number of distal turns in a serpentine 
circumferential band is a multiple of 3 . 

7-8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently amended) A stent comprising: 

a plurality of serpentine circumferential bands, each serpentine circumferential band 
having a proximal end portion, a distal end portion, a plurality of proximal turns at said proximal 
end portion and a plurality of distal turns at said distal end portion; and 

a plurality of connector columns, each connector column located between two adjacent 
serpentine circumferential bands, each connector column comprising a plurality of connector 
struts including a first type of connector stmt and a second type of connector stmt, each 
connector strut coupled at a first end to a serpentine circumferential band and coupled at a second 
end to another serpentine circumferential ban d wherein the first end of at least one second type 
of connector strut is circumferentiallv offset from the second end; 
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wherein the number of proximal turns in a serpentine circumferential band is a multiple 
of 3, and wherein the number of connector struts in a connector column is a multiple of 2, and 
wherein the number of connector struts in a connector column is less than the number of 
proximal turns in an adjacent serpentine circumferential band; 

wherein the first type of connector strut provides the stent with greater axial strength than 
the second type of connector strut. 

10. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 7, wherein each seipentine circumferential 
band proximal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; and wherein each serpentine 
circumferential band distal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; 

wherein the first type of connector strut is coupled at the first end to a distal turn upper 
portion of one serpentine circumferential band, and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn 
lower portion of another serpentine circumferential band. 

1 1. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 10, wherein the second type of connector strut 
is coupled at the first end to a distal turn upper portion of one serpentine circumferential band, 
and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn lower portion of another serpentine 
circumferential band. 

12. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 10, wherein the second type of connector strut 
is coupled at the first end to a distal turn lower portion of one serpentine circumferential band, 
and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn upper portion of another serpentine 
circumferential band. 

13. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 7, wherein each serpentine circumferential 
band proximal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; and wherein each serpentine 
circumferential band distal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; 

wherein the first type of connector strut is coupled at the first end to a distal turn lower 
portion of one serpentine circumferential band, and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn 
upper portion of another serpentine circumferential band. 

14. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 13, wherein the second type of connector strut 
is coupled at the first end to a distal turn lower portion of one serpentine circumferential band, 
and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn upper portion of another serpentine 
circumferential band. 

15. (Withdrawn) ■ The stent as recited in claim 7, wherein each serpentine circumferential 
band proximal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; and wherein each serpentine 
circumferential band distal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; 

wherein the first type of connector strut is coupled at the first end to a distal turn upper 
portion of one serpentine circumferential band, and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn 
upper portion of another seipentine circumferential band. 

16. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 7, wherein each serpentine circumferential 
band proximal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; and wherein each serpentine 
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circumferential band distaJ turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; 

wherein the first type of connector strut is coupled at the first end to a distal turn lower 
portion of one serpentine circumferential band, and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn 
lower portion of another serpentine circumferential band. 

17. (Currently amended) A stent comprising: 

a plurality of serpentine circ umf erential bands, each serpentine circumferential band 
having a proximal end portion, a distal end portion, a plurality of proximal turns at said proximal 
end portion and a plurality of distal turns at said distal end portion; and 

a plurality of connector columns, each connector column located between two adjacent 
serpentine circumferential bands, each connector column comprising a plurality of connector 
struts including at least one first type of connector strut and at least one second type of connector 
strut, each connector strut coupled at a first end to a serpentine circumferential band and coupled 
at a second end to another serpentine circumferential band, wherein the first end of at least one 
second tvpe of connector strut is circumferentiallv offset from the second end at loart one first 
typo of conn e ctor strut coupled at its firot end to a distal turn of a s e rpentin e circumf e r e nt i a l 
band, 

wherein the number of proximal turns in a serpentine circumferential band is a multiple 
of 3 5 and wherein the number of connector struts in a connector column is a multiple of 2. 

1 8. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 1 7, wherein the proximal turns of adjacent 
serpentine circumferential bands are longitudinally offset from one another. 

19. (Withdrawn) . The stent as recited in claim 1 8, wherein adjacent serpentine 
circumferential bands reverse orientation with respect to one another. 

20. (Original) The stent as recited in claim 17, wherein the first type of connector struts of 
adjacent connector columns are angularly aligned. 

21 . (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 17, wherein the connector struts of adjacent 
connector columns are longitudinally offset from one another. 

22. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 17, wherein a first type of connector strut is 
angularly aligned with the second type of connector strut of an adjacent connector column. 

23. (Original) The stent as recited in claim 17, wherein the number of distal turns in a serpentine 
circumferential band is a multiple of 3. 

24. (Original) The stent as recited in claim 17, wherein the second type of connector strut spans 
a greater circumferential distance than the first type of connector strut. 

25. (Original) The stent as recited in claim 17, wherein the first type of connector strut provides 
the stent with greater axial strength than the second type of connector strut. 

26. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 17, wherein each serpentine circumferential 
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band proximal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; and wherein each serpentine 
circumferential band distal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; 

wherein the first type of connector strut is coupled at the first end to a distal turn upper 
portion of one serpentine circumferential band, and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn 
lower portion of another serpentine circumferential band. 

27. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 26, wherein the second type of connector strut 
is coupled at the first end to a distal turn upper portion of one serpentine circumferential band, 
and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn lower portion of another serpentine 
circumferential band- 

28. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 26, wherein the second type of connector strut 
is coupled at the first end to a distal turn lower portion of one serpentine circumferential band, 
and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn upper portion of another serpentine 
circumferential band. 

29. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 17, wherein each serpentine circumferential 
band proximal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; and wherein each serpentine 
circumferential band distal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; 

wherein the first type of connector strut is coupled at the first end to a distal turn lower 
portion of one serpentine circumferential band, and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn 
upper portion of another serpentine circumferential band. 

30. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 29, wherein the second type of connector strut 
is coupled at the first end to a distal turn lower portion of one serpentine circumferential band, 
and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn upper portion of another serpentine 
circumferential band. 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 1 7 r wherein each serpentine circumferential 
band proximal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; and wherein each serpentine 
circumferential band distal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; 

wherein the first type of connector strut is coupled at the first end to a distal turn upper portion of 
one serpentine circumferential band, and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn upper 
portion of another serpentine circumferential band. 

32. (Withdrawn) The stent as recited in claim 17, wherein each serpentine circumferential 
band proximal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; and wherein each serpentine 
circumferential band distal turn comprises an upper portion and a lower portion; 

wherein the first type of connector strut is coupled at the first end to a distal turn lower portion of 
one serpentine circumferential band, and coupled at the second end to a proximal turn lower 
portion of another serpentine circumferential band. 

33. (Original) The stent as recited in claim 17, wherein the number of connector struts in a 
connector column is less than the number of proximal turns in an adjacent serpentine 
circumferential band. 



PAGE 7/1 1 * RCVD AT 6110(2005 4:26:22 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:952 563 3009 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-36 



06/10/05 15:34 FAX 952 563 3009 



12)008 



Application No. 10/606168 Amendment 
Page 6 Attorney Docket No. S63.2B-10968-US01 



34-42. (Cancelled) 
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